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10% Mihiinquam, longe minimo omnium Dei Miſericardiarum, 
% data eſt hac Gratia, evangelizandi imperveſtigabiles 
« las Opes Chriſti,” 

| Vide, Eph, iii. 8, 


& O that his Light and Influence 

« Would work effectually in me 

« Another new Epiphany, 
« Exhale and elevate me hence : 
© That as my Calling doth require, 

© Star- like I may to others ſhine ; 

« And guide them to that Sun divine, 
© Whoſe day-light never ſhall expire!“ . 
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T* following ſermons, which are now 
ſubmitted to the judgment of a critical 
and difcerning world, it is humbly hoped, will 
be treated with the like candour that ever ſways 
the heart and pen of their unworthy Author, 
Confidering ſo much hath been already faid, 
and ſo well faid, upon all manner of topics, 
novelty can hardly be expected in them. The 
utmoſt one can pretend to, in this enlightened 
age, is to repreſent objects in a different point of 
view, from that wherein they were before ſer 
forth. But I am not ſenſible of having purpoſely 
borrowed any thing elſe from books, than what 
is diſtinguiſhed by marks of quotation, How- 
ever, I truſt, my main drift and aim will be 
looked at more than the ↄlemiſnes of my com- 
poſition, I have caſt my mite into the public 
treaſury, in the, pleaſing hope of exciting 
amongſt men a more ardent love to our great 
Redeemer, I am duly conſcious, how mean 

an 
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an inſtrument I am in his hand; but what am- 
mates me to engage in his cauſe, is, a conviction 
that he often makes uſe of the moſt inconfidera- 
ble and inſignificant agents, to diſplay the 
glories of his inſcrutable providence. Our 
holy Maſter, in the days of his humanity, 
made choice of poor, artleſs, illiterate fiſher- 
men, for the propagation of the goſpel. ** He 
reſpecteth not any that are (philoſophically}J 
wiſe of heart.” Himſelf condeſcended to throw 
aſide the ſplendors of regality, and © take upon 
him the form of a ſervant.” He aſſumed that 
humble character to teach us to be * meek and 
lowly in heart, that we might find reſt unto 
our ſouls." I will ſtrive more and more to be 
ſo; and do all I can to implant in others els 
indiſpenſibly requiſite diſpoſitions, 


SHovLD any perſon i for avowing 
ſo explicitly (throughout the enſuing pages) 
my own peculiar ſentiments on Free-Will, and 
for ſo harſhly ſcrutinizing the doctrines there- 
unto oppoſed ; my defence is the following: 


I au well appriſed, that many divide matters 
ſo nicely, as to give no offence to thoſe of dif- 
ferent opinions, thereby perhaps concealing the 
moſt grand and capital truths of chriſtianity. 

Indeed, by ſo doing, they do not belie their 

own 
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own conſciences; but I am afraid, they too 
frequently let the conſciences of their auditors 
go to ſleep. For my part, I cannot prevail 
upon myſelf to adopt ſuch a method. At the 
lame time that I © hold falt what Gop hath 
ſhewn me to be good,” I muſt teſtify the whole 
of it, until man ſhall evidentially ſhew me what 


is better. 


I nave impartially examined the polemical 
divines, before I fixed my own creed. And 
now it is fixed, I am fo fully and ſelf-evidently 
convinced of its truth and rectitude, that I 
would not change it for a thouſand worlds. 
Notwithſtanding all which, I do moſt ſtedfaſtly 
believe, that a remnant of all religious ſects 
will be ſaved. A man undoubtedly ought to 

embrace that mode of faith which appears to 
him attended with the greateſt body of evidence. 
But the criteria by which we ſhall all be judged 
at the laſt day, are the ſeveral qualities of our 
deeds done in the body. Unto whom much is 
given here, from them much will be required 
hereafter, I am ſure, I can ſincerely aver, that 
I have as warm a regard and eſteem for ſome 
pious Calviniſt miniſters, as [ have for many 
of my own perſuaſion. 


Ir were needleſs to dwell longer on this ſub- 
ject. 1 will therefore cloſe my prefatory 
2 apology, 
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apology, with my devout prayers to God, that 

the following pieces, however feebly executed, 
may be inſtrumental in ſetting forth his 
glory and in guiding ſome of the way-ward 
ſheep of his fold into the haven of CY 


peace. 


London : A 
April 22, 1783. G. N. 


DISCOURSE 


« IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS, HE Is FAITHFUL AND JUST ro 
1 FORGIVE US OUR SINS; AND TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL 
«© UNRIGHTEOUSNESS,” : 


HERE is no con/ideration ſo conſolatory to the 

human ſoul, (when pierced with that ſhaft of 
exquiſite anguiſh which is the general reſult of fin) 
as that of the boundleſs mercy of our forgiving God, 
For, fince mankind have been in ſuch a lapſed, and 
frail condition, as to be abſolutely incapable of living 
in conformity to the eternal law of reaſon, without the 
hope of pardon and aſſiſtance, we could, by no means, 
ſuſtain the pangs of a guilty conſcience, but muſt 
inevitably fink under them, into extreme deſperation, 
It.is true, we are not unacquainted with a perfect rule 
of action. We know it well enough in theory; but 
cannot exemplify it in our practice. Whatever there- 
fore, may be ſaid about the moral excellence, and dig- 
nity of human nature in its preſent ſtate; common 
ſenſe, and experience (I ſhould think) muſt conſpire 
to prove, that „it is not in man that walketh, to 
dire& his ſteps,” Even what the ſcripture ſtiles a 
« Jusr Man,” (which is not a mere nominal chriſtian, 


but a real one) is therein ſaid to © fall ſeven times :” 
1 A though, 
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though, doubtleſs, by God's grace, he ſhall © riſe 
again,” and his heart be meliorated by the fall; 
according to that beautiful confeſſion of the divine 
poet, © Poſt lapſum fortius aſto !” 

From theſe premiſes, we may not improperly draw 
this concluſion :— That the very utmoſt which man can 
poſſibly do, in this life, comes infinitely ſhort of per- 
foction; the ſummit of our beſt endeavours, is only to 


defire holineſs, and to pant after Chriſt, the inex- - 


hauſtible Fountain of that holineſs: From whom the 
wHOLE MERIT of ſalvation flows—fince it is not to 
be attributed to the deſerts of © him that willeth, or 
him that runneth” the race of genuine Chriſtianity. 

Well then, may the inſpired apoſtle remind us, in 
the verſe next preceding my text, of not deceiving our- 
ſelves, by imagining we have no fin. If we ſay 
that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us; but ſon the contrary] if we con- 
feſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.“ 

In proſecuting the ſubject deducible from theſe 
words, I ſhall endeavour, in the firſt place, to ſhew, 
what is implied in the confeſhon of ſins to God; and 
ſecondly, to enforce the infallibility of the promiſe 
thereunto annexed, | 

I. There is hardly any duty within the whole com- 
| paſs of evangelical morality, ſo indiſpenſibly requiſite 
to our eternal welfare, as that of prayer—that hea- 
venly and delectable intercourſe between God, and the 
| ſoul, by which medium, his bleflings are conveyed to 
the latter. This is that ſweet, and holy exerciſe, 
wherein the chriſtian makes known all his wants, and 
requeſts unto him whoſe ears are ever open to the 
voice of pious ſincerity, But, let it be well remem- 
bered, (** left any man ſhould boaſt”) that God does 
not anſwer our petitions, becauſe we pray; but we 

pray 
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pray, becauſe he deſigns to anſwer our petitions.“ We 
well know, that the ſelf- exiſtent King and Creator of 
the univerſe, ſtands in no abſolute need of our mean 
and unworthy ſervices. We cannot augment, or 
diminiſh his ſupreme glory and happineſs; either by 
conforming ourſelves to goodneſs, or by revolting from 


it. The truth is, Our Lord hath thought fit to ſub- , 


je& us (for the preſent) to wants which we cannot 
fupply ; and to the influence of paſſions, which (with- 
out his almighty aid) we cannot govern. He, there- 
fore, knoweth our wants, and inficmities much better 
than we do ourſelyes, , He necdeth not that any 
ſhould tell him; for he knows what is in man.“ 
Before we pray to him, he is acquainted with our 
neceſſities; which he intends to alleviate, as ſeemeth 
him good. Yet, ſurely, we cannot reaſonably expect 
him ſo to do, without aſking him. It is full enough, 
if he that aſketh, receiveth—he that ſeeketh, findeth— 


and, if to him that knocketh, the door of mercy is 


opened, | | 

For theſe reaſons, prayer is appointed one of the 
means of grace, which, as ſinners, the law of God 
requires us to make ule of, if we hope to be ſaved. 
Within the province of this grand duty, is comprized, 
confeſſion, importunity, and thankſgiving. At preſent, 
I confine myſelf to the firſt of theſe offices, which is 
preparatory to the reſt, For, when we have acknow- 
ledged our tranſgreſſions to the ſupreme Being, with 
poignant humility, and contrition; the next ſtep, of 
courſe, will be, to ſolemnly deprecate his impending 
judgments, withal earneſtly imploring his mercy, and 
favour, ©** If we thus confeſs our ſins, he is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs,” O how eaſy a method is this, 


of procuring abſolution ! We cannot but ſuppoſe, that 


the glorious reſult of ſo eaſy a proceſs, muſt eſſentially 
A 2 | inſpire 
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inſpire the moſt profound adoration and exalted praiſes 
of the divinely precious Redeemer ! It concerns us, 
then, more particularly to enquire into the manner of 
confeſſing our fins aright, The mere confefling with 
our lips to God, that we have violated his holy laws, 
and ſo forth, while our hearts are far from him; will 
avail but little indeed. For, with the HEART, man 
{firſt} believeth unto righteouſneſs ; and — with 
the mouth, conſeſſion is made unto ſalvation.“ 

Whatever need ful bleſſing we aſk with faith, Aeching 
doubting, in the name, and for the ſake of Jeſus, 
ſhall, in his own due time, affuredly be given. But, 
(ſay ſome deſponding ſouls) © the prayers of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord,” and therefore 
we had better not pray- at all, Methinks, ſuch an 
anxious ſuſpence ſeems to ariſe from a proper ſenſi- 
bility of perſonal, innate corruption, extremely 
heightened and aggravated by the ſuggeſtions of our 
grand deceiver. Should this be really the caſe of any 
here; I am authorized from above, to give you joy in 
the Lord! While we obdurately continue in voluntary 
iniquity, our prayers, as well as all our other actions, 
muſt certainly be a great abomination to the holy God. 
And yet, if we pray not at all, we ſhall continue in fin 
to our dying day. What then is to be done in this 
ſeeming dilemma ? Here follows the ſolution of the 
queſtion ;— When we can prevail upon ourſelves to 
pray, we are apt to expect more from our prayers, 
than prayers (however fervent) are intended to per- 
form. They were never deſigned to fuperſede the 
neceſſity of our own earneſt exertions ; but to be ac- 
companied by them. Neither of theſe, without the 
other, will ſtand us in any ftead, Nor, muſt we 
depend upon the joint co-operation of both, in whole, 


or in part, for ſalvation, The Lamb that was lain, 


1s on n All the worthineſs of believers is 
derived 
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derived from him, and not inherently their own, Never- 
theleſs, for his ſake, they ſhall be ** preſented faultleſs, 
before the preſence of his glory, with exceeding great 
joy.” "_ OY be n dee to 1 25 


ee 


« A er ſoul 
And not a whole, 
Becomes a TRUE BELIEVER, 


&« To ſee fin, ſmarts but Nightly; ; 
To own with lip-canſeſſion, 

Is eaſier ſtill: ; 

But, O to feel ! 
Cuts deep beyond expreſſion.” 


© God is a Spirit; (ſaith St. John) and they that 
worſhip him, muft - worſhip him in Spirit, and in 
truth.” Now, an obduratz finner cannot do this, be- 
cauſe his heart is not yet touched with the fire of a 
living faith. Him that cometh unto God as he 
ought, muſt firmly believe that he is—and that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligently ſeck him.” Such, 
my brethren, © he will in no wiſe caſt out; but ſave 
to the uttermoſt” with an everlaſting ſalvation, ' Let 
me not, however, be thought to intimate, that we can- 
not approach the divine preſence, in prayer aright, 
while we are ſinners; for the ſcriptures have concluded 
AlL under fin; © that no fleſh ſhould glory before 
him, and in his ſight there ſhould no man Ying be 
juſtified,” Upon this preſumption, | 


Rich grace, free grace moſt ſweetly calls 
Directly come who will, 


Juſt as you are: For Chriſt receives | 
Poor, helpleſs ſinners Kill,” | 
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tc Herein perceive we the unmeaſurable love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus towards us, in that while we were yet 
finners, CHRIST DIED rox us“ Hie gave himſelf 
a ranſom for all; to be teſtified in due time He came 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was LosT—He: came 
into the world for no other purpoſe, than to ſave n 
of whom I AM CHIEF, 

It ſignifies nothing, how vile we are; ſo as we are 
duly ſenſible of our own vileneſs. And if we are thus 
duly ſenſible thereof, I am ſure we ſhall be irreſiſtibly 


inclined to heartily lament our paſt, and ftrive to regu- 


late our future, conduct. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
and only ſuch, God is ready and willing to pardon 
all our former failings and infirmities. He will then 
(ſays my text) be faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 

We live in this world as dependent beings, who 
every moment we exiſt, are abundantly beholden to 
that gracious Benefactor, from whom alone cometh 
every good and perfe gift.” We find ourſelves almoſt 
daily in want of ſomething which we cannot obtainy 
with reſpect to worldly things, And if we poſſeſſed 
the whole realm of nature; we ſhould ſtill feel diſſatiſ- 
fed: we ſhould then lack that which this world can- 
not give. O HoLy Jesus! do thou make me a par- 
taker of the latter—and I ſhall want but very little of 
the former. 

Without his parental care and tenderneſs, we mul 
neceſſarily „die away, and return to our primitive 
duſt.” And if his bleſſed Spirit leaves us but for a 
little while to ourſelves, © we periſh from the right 
way,” and precipitately run into ſome kind of wicked- 
neſs. Have, we not then, abundant cauſe to frequently 
retire into ſome lonely place, and pour out the ardor 
of our ſouls before him? To whom elſe ſhould we 


captors our manifold neceſſities? It is him alone who 
hath 


| EEE: 
hath the words of eternal life. But, alas ! how ſeldom 
do we avail ourſelves of that ineſtimable priviledge! 
Our extreme negligence in that moſt gainful of all 
duties, deſerves to be lamented, were it poſſible, with 


tears of blood ! O that we were as ready to direct our 
ſuits to a throne of grace, as God is to hear and 


reſpond them — We might then be enabled to ſpeak 


peace to our ſouls, concerning the things whereof our 
conſciences are afraid; and preſume to hope for thoſe 
good things, which we are unworthy to aſk or 
receive. 

How kind and gracious a Saviour we have, who, 
when we have broken his laws, and trampled under 
foot his commands, defires no other recompence, than 
a ſorrow for what we have done! So ſoon as ever we 
return to him, he mercifully vouchſafes to return to 
us. Only confeſs your fins (is the language of his 
propoſals) with a ſincere heart——Meeckly aſk for 
pardon—and magnanimouſly reſolve to reform—and 
I will immediately receive you into my wee re- 
membering your iniquities no more. 

The firſt ſtep which a finner muſt take, preparatory 


to ſo much bleſſedneſs, is carefully to examine him- 


ſelf. By which means he will become conſcious of 


© the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin,” and conſequently, 
of his own loſt condition, Then follows that“ godly 
ſorrow which worketh repentance ' unto ſalvation not 
to be repented of.“ When this pungent contrition 
invades every inmoſt receſs of the ſoul, ſo as to beget 
therein a firm and ſtedfaſt purpoſe of amendment; 
being no longer able to contain, it cries out to its 


heavenly parent, in ſome ſuch ſelf-abaſed ftrains as 


theſe: O, Father of mercies, I have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and before hee; and am no more worthy: to 


be called thy ſon! Already do I feel the fever of my 


* 
* 
* 
* 
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ſin—loathing myſelf, I defire to be found in thee=O 
God, be merciful to me a finner—a ſinnner who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies—How can ſo 
vile an offender as me eſcape the fierceneſs of thy 
juſt anger But, thou art not extreme to mark what 
is done amiſs; for thy juſtice is ſweetly attempered 
with long- ſuffering and mercy, * that thou mayeſt 
be feared.” 

Such, my brethren, is the late, humble con- 
feſſion of that ſoul, which ſmarts beneath the load of 
fin, and is ſenſible fof the vengeance to which it is 
continually obnoxious. 

After what hath been ſaid, it were almoſt ſuper- 
fAluous to obſerve, that whatever particular form of 
words a ſinner makes uſe of in confeſſion to the 
Redeemer, is by no means ſo material, as the true 
ſincerity of a broken ſpirit. From which, even a 
figh, or an inarticulate accent, he will never ſuffer to 


| pals unregarded. 


Go then, O ſinner, whoever thou art, that (in ſelf- 
eſteem) is nothing—has nothing—and wants nothing, 
but CHRIST—go, I ſay, in the meckneſs and ſim- 
plicity of a little child, and proſtrate yourſelf at his 
feet. Continue to tell him your complaints, until he 
pleaſes to ſend you redreſs. With all the energy and 
confidence of a well-grounded faith, unboſom all your 
fecret faults to HiM, who is not only able, but alſo 
willing, to remit them, and cleanſe you from their 
crimfon ſtain. Do but aſſume your intrinſic charac- 
ter before him, with unfeigned humiliation z unaltera- 
bly purpoſing (with his afliſtance) to lead a new life— 
and you may implicitly depend upon it, that his moſt 
precious blood (applied through the inſtrumentality 
of the Holy Ghoſt) will perfectly and effectually 
„ purge your conſcience from dead works z to ſerve 


no other maſter, than the Livixne God !” This brings 
| me 


[9] 
me to my ſecond and laſt propoſition, In fulfilling 


which, it will be expedient to demonſtrate theſe two 


things, viz. 
1. The faithfulneſs of God in \ pardoning penitent 


ſinners, And, 

2. His ſupreme juſtice perfectly compatible with 
that faithfulneſs, 

1. According to the gracious terms of the goſpel- 
covenant, made between ſinful man, and his infinitely 
juſt Creator; it was therein eſpecially provided, that 
in conſideration of Jeſy's meritorious death, and alſo, 
of the true repentance and return of a ſinner; he 
| ſhould be ever ready to pardon all paſt tranſgreſſions ; 
with the additional promiſe of every requiſite aſſiſtance 
in future, to maintain, and execute virtuous reſolus 
tions of amendment. So that the fidelity of our 
unchangeable and eternal Lord ſtands engaged to ace 
compliſh all ſuch his benevolent intentions toward 
mankind. Since, for our ſakes, he even ſubmitted to 
die upon the ignominious croſs ; it would be ſuperla» 
tive preſumption, to doubt the completion of what 
He who is abundantly faithful, hath promiſed,” 

Let us but be as faithful and ſincere as we can, in 
our little ſphere of mortality—and undoubtedly, our 
bleſſed Mafter, ſo far from retraction, will do infinitely 
more for us, than either we can aſk, or thiak, much 
leſs, in any wiſe, deſerve, 

2. Nor can his juſtice be impeached by ſo doing. 
5c Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” He 
is not only adoreable in his counſels, and ſtupendous 
in his works, but alſo moſt eſſentially juſt and holy 
in both; his juſtice (in effect) is the ſame as bis 

faithfulneſs, and circumſtantially coincident with all 


his other divine attributes. From whence ſprings 
this undeniable concluſion ; That, whether he for- 


gives any of his offending children, upon the terms 
| his 
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his wiſdom hath propounded in the gofpel—or, on 
the other hand, feverely puniſhes them for rejecting 
and deſpiſing thoſe terms of pardon and acceptance : 
In either caſe, his . faithfulneſs is !gloriouſly con- 
ſpicuous—and his juſtice ſtands inviolably, as well 
as infinitely, ſuperior to any, the leaft Oe EEG Sea 
charge of inequitable partiality. 

Well then, as God is thus faithful and juſt to 
abſolve the repentant prodigal ; he will likewiſe (in 
his own good time) cleanſe his immortal ſpirit from 
all unrighteouſneſs. All remaining corruption muſt 
flee before the manifeffed preſence of the holy and 
immaculate Lamb ! In whoſe moſt precious blood, 
the robes of them muſt be waſhed, who ſhall be 
deemed worthy to come to his marriage- ſupper.. 

Who will not now be the foremoſt, to take all poſ- 
ſible precautions in his power; leſt, at that awful 
eriſis, he ſhould be found without a wedding- garment ? 
Some of the chief of theſe precautions, I have already 
briefly ſpoken to; as alſo, the happy conſequences of 
them, It remains only, that I moſt fervently intreat 
you to be reconciled unto God, and to “ make your 
own calling and [conditional] election ſure,” “Make 
no tarrying, to turn to the Lord, and put not off from 
day to day. Behold, now is the accepted time ! Be- 
hold, now is the day of ſalvation !”” Watch, and take 
heed to your doings; ere “the night of death cometh, 
wherein no man can work.” Forgiveneſs of your 
| paſt rebellions, and aſſiſtance to withſtand temptations 
in future, are NOW held out by a good and gracious 
God; upon the moſt propitious and advantageous 
terms! O, let me perſuade you to embrace them, and 
thereby lay hold on eternal life, whilſt it is to be 
found !. It is verily and indeed to be found and 
ſecured * 0 WHOSOEVER t,? before our ſtate 
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of trial cloſes; And as e know not when that 
time is”—perhaps, if we do not immediately ( apply 
our hearts unto wiſdom,” and ftrive to become ** wiſe 
unta ſalvation” it may be too late for ever 

While we continue in a careleſs, indolent habit of 
ſoul ; either vainly ſuppoſing we have no fin, or elſe 
quite thoughtleſs and indifferent about it; we are 
trifling away each moment of our precious time, which 
is pregnant with everlaſting concerns; we are dan- 
gerouſly deceiving our own never-dying ſpirits; and 
yielding the faireſt opportunities of ſeduction and 
deluſion to the grand, formidable enemy of our 
Peace. | | 
dh us then, for God's ſake, and for the ſake of 
ourſelves, immediately ſet about the work which he 
has given us to do; and © by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for honour, glory, and immortality,” 
For the awful time is very faſt approaching, (if not 
near at hand) when we ſhall be fixed under a decifive 
and unchangeable ſentence, in an unknown. world 
of ſtrange unembodied ſpirits A world, of which, 
at preſent, we are too regardleſs; while the whole 
duration of our frail exiſtence, is ſhort enough, wherein 
to make an adequate preparation for that ſolemn and 
tremendous change. | 

- Now to God the Father, &c. 
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«© AS FOR ME, I WILL BEHOLD THY FACE IN RIGHTEOUS- 
« NESS: I SHALL BE SATISFIED, WHEN I AWAKE, WITH 


& THY LIKENESS,” 
P alm xvii. 1 5. 


obfervation can be more ſtrictly juſt, than that 
o the carnal mind is enmity againſt God,” As 
God is moſt effentially and ſuperlatively holy ſo 
mankind (by nature) are ſuperlatively corrupt and 


wicked. They are all gone out of the right way; 


are all become vile and unprofitable: There is none 
that doeth good—no, not ove, For that all have fin- 
ned, and come ſhort of the glory of God.” Obſerve, 
it is not a aw individuals of the human race, or even 
the major part, but “ALL have finned,” declares 


the grand apoſtle, We cannot, then, miſtake our 


natural condition; nor (with the leaſt plauſibility of 
truth) conſider, or confeſs ourſelves any thing more 
than *©* ſomers,” There is ſtill no exemption from 
that general character; though by the influence of 


ſome particular circumſtances, one amongſt us ſhould 


excel another, in piety and virtue, 

Hence it plainly appears, that the beautiful image 
of our Creator, after which man was primitively 
formed, has been well nigh totally effaced from the 
latter. The cauſe is readily traced back by the infal- 


lible clue of divine revelation, whoſe teſtimony is 


abundantly confirmed by common ſenſe, and daily 


experience. At preſent, I do not judge it expedient, 


to entertain you with a long and tedious ſeries of 
analogous 
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analogous deductions from theſe ſources, tending to 
eviace man's primeval apoſtacy, and its deplorable 
effets—without pointing to the efficacious remedy, 


If you are not already convinced of your corrupt and 


loſt eftate, or leaſt ways, if that is not a decided point; 
for why do you come to this temple of the living God? 
Is it for ſpiritual inſtruction, conſolation and improve- 
ment? This, I ſhould preſume, is the general deſign 
of hearing the word of God; and it pre-ſuppoſes you 
to be ignorant, comfortleſs, and imperfect. Truly, 
4c the whole need not a phyſician, (I have my dear 
Savionr's word for it) “ but they that are fick.“ For 
which reaſon, ** himſelf took our infirmities, and 
bare our [ moral] ſickneſſes, in his own precious body 
on the tree l' God knows, we are ſick enough, with 
the dire contagion of fin, and di ſeaſed in every part of 
our frame. Inſomuch, that St. Paul heſitates not to 
pronounce his Epheſian brethren, once dad in 
treſpaſſes and fins.” And as human nature is the ſame 
now, that it was in his time, I appeal to thee, O God, 


: {in the excellent language of our church) that © there 
is no health in a. O heal our backflidings, and 


love us freely | Thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and canſt not look on iniquity : Lord, what is 
man, that thou art in the leaft degree mindfu] of him, 
or, the ſon of man, that thou at all regardeſt him 1“ 
In truth, we cannot acount for ſuch ſtupendous love 
and goodneſs, Though man is an heinous ſinner, 
his compaſſionate Creator bears with him, and is affec- 
tionately anxious for his converſion and ſalvation, 
But while we obſtinately continue in fin, it is impoſſible 
for us to experience that bleſſed communion with 
him, which alone can adminiſter to our peace, here, 
and hereafter. I am ſenſible, that if we ſeriouſly and 


deliberately contemplated the extreme deformity of 
| fin, 
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fin; and the infinite diſtance at which it ſets us from 
the ſource of immaculate goodneſs ; we ſhould walk 
with more circumſpection, than with which we gene- 
rally do. It is a truth of the higheſt importance, 
that without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord,” 
We are confeſſedly, placed in this world, for the pur- 
poſe of acquiring, by earneſt prayer and unremitted 
vigilance, ſuch degrees of that holineſs, as our juſt 
and holy God moſt equitably expects, proportionally 
to the talents committed to our charge. And there- 
fore, when we are flothful and negligent ſervants, our 
divine Mafter's countenance is withheld from us, as the 
ſun from the blind man's eye. Then, indeed, (to uſe 
the expreſſions of the royal Pſalmiſt) * we are troubled, . 
we die, and return to our duſt.” But if before death 
cloſes this tranſient ſcene, we turn ourſelves unto the 
Sun of righteouſneſs, in a way of faithful obedience ; 
we may ſerenely abide beneath the ſhadow of his 
beams, with great delight; for his fruit will be ſweet 
to our taſte. 

The words of my text ſeem to have been the reſult 
of ſome ſuch reflections as theſe; and comprize the 
concluſive reſolution of David; or (in other words) 
his fixed choice of the one thing needful. © Ego in 
juſtitia videbo vultum tuum : ſatiebor quum exper- 
giſcar ſimilitudine tua,” 

For the elucidation whereof, I purpoſe, firſt, to 
explain what is meant by beholding the face of God 
in righteouſneſs : And ſecondly, to unveil the impli- 
cation of the latter clauſe : I ſhall be ſatisfhed, &c. 

I. There is ſcarcely any need to repeat, that the 
High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity, though 

he hatech nothing which himſelf hath made —deſireth 
not the death of a finner, but rather that he ſhould 
turn from his wickedneſs, and live—and though his 


tender mercies are over all his works; yet, at the 
ſame 


3 


ſame time, he loveth righteouſneſs, and abhorreth 
iniquity, whereſoever either is reſpectively found; 
and conſequently, upholds the righteous with thoſe 
inconceivable manifeſtations of himſelf, of which, the 
wicked can' experience no participation, 

The latter are, therefore, properly repreſented) in 
ſacred writ, as having no real and perfect peace of 
ſoul ; as living without hope, and without God in 
the world. By reaſon of habitual ſin, they are, and 
muſt be (till a thorough: renovation of heart takes 
place) abſolute ſtrangers to the bliſsful knowledge, and 
communion of the Divine Spirit. For, what fellows- 
ſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ?” what 
ſimilitude is there between light and darkneſs? or, 
what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? Hence, the 
apoſtle : takes occaſion to affirm, that * the natu- 
ral man perceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can be 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 
A deſcription this, ſo truly ſhocking and deplorable, 
that the recital of it is almoſt n to make us cry 
out with the poet, 


I' hear no more —it makes one's blood run chill!“ 


But we may juſtly make the application to our- 


ſelves ; for it is a ſtate common to every man that 


cometh into the world, Gracious God | then what 
are we about ?—Thou haſt been mercifully pleaſed 
to furniſh us with the means of extrication from ſuch 
acurſez and why do we not avail ourſelves of them? 
Here lies the ſad and melancholy cauſe : We are per- 
verſely inattentive to © the things which belong to 
our peace :”” we do not give them the conſideration 
and regard which we can and ought, If we did ſo, 
inſtead of purſuing the falſe, deluſive pleaſures of this 
TR! we ſhould have nothing then to boaſt of. 1 


think 
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think it is quite ſufficient if we have nothing to bluſh 
at. But if we indulge the natural bent of our minds 
at every opportunity, inſtead of making it our whole 
ſtudy (as it really is our indiſpenſible duty) how to 
ſubdue our earthly paſhons, and lift our thoughts to 
| heaven. I ſay, when this is the caſe, (which indeed 
is but too generally apparent) it is no wonder that we 
are blind to ſpiritualities ; and fo ſhort-fighted, as not 
to diſcern the extreme danger of our ſituation, We can 
blame none but ourſelves for all theſe conſequences, 
It would be ridiculous and abſurd for me to complain 


of my inability to get out of a horrid ſnare, after 


having voluntarily run into it. Exactly parallel is the 
caſe of thoſe, ©* who ſhut their eyes, and harden their 
hearts; leſt they ſhould be converted, and Chriſt 
ſhould heal them; and perhaps after all, afcribe the 
conſequences to the deficiency of human nature, * to 
the rigour of the divine adminiſtration. 

It is very difficult to ftop the progreſs of error, 
when it has gained much ground; or reigned any 
conſiderable. time in the heart of man, At fiſt, 
to avoid it is no arduous atchievement. Perhaps 
nothing has a greater tendency to that end, than ſelf- 
knowledge. This we frequently neglect, as a worth- 
Jeſs, ignoble attainment, But it is really ſuch a great 
and invaluable one, that without it we cannot have 
that intimate knowledge of a dying Saviour, which 
will prepare the way before us, to the ſublime and 
glorious acquilitions of beatified ſpirits above. There 
is, therefore, no knowledge of which our immortal 
ſouls are capacious, ſo ſingularly beneficial, as that 
which is learned by ſelf- examination. Hence a poet 
of our own judiciouſly ſays, 


« Man is man's A. B. C. there is none can 
Read Gon aright, unleſs he firſt ſpell man.“ 
TY e In 


. 


In order to dg which, it will be requiſite to »abſtra 
REY ag often from the bufy world, and to throw 
off all its cumbrous cares. Then, by turning our 
eyes inwardly, we ſhall find whether there be any 
root of bitterneſs” lurking within the heart, And 
if we ſhould, let us beſeech that great Huſbandman, 
our dear Redeemer, to eradicate it moſt effectually, 
before * he comes with clouds deſcending,” to 
gather the wheat into his garner, and burn up the 
chaff with fire unquenchable !” It moſt eſpecially 
becomes us, to take a fair and impartial retroſpect of 
our paſt conduct; thence forming a juſt eſtimation of 
our moral character before God and man: which will 
lead us to addreſs the former in theſe beautiful ex- 


preſſione, 


« Thou great firſt Cauſe leaſt underſtood, 
Who all my ſenſe confin'd, 

To know but this, that thou art good, 
And that myſelf am blind!“ 


Thus far we can undoubtedly go of ourſelves. 

It is true, that infinite wiſdom hath thought proper 
to place us, for the preſent, in a © dark eſtate.” But 
for our great comfort, the eyes of our mind are fo 
enlightened, as ** to ſee the good from il] ;” and each 
of which is indiſcriminately preſented to our free 
Choice, So divinely equal are the ways of God. to 
men ! They are in every inſtance, perfectly conſiſtent, 
harmonical, and unexceptionable. Though in con- 
ſequence of original, and perſonal tranſgreſſion, the 
thoughts of our hearts are exceedingly and deſperately 
wicked; yet, (bleſſed be the riches of divine grace!) 
we may, if we pleaſe, become “ ſons and daughters 
of the Lord Almighty !“ though, at preſent, we may 
be alienated and eſtranged from his animating preſence; 
C in 
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ina little while, through the mediation of a ſuffering 
Redeemer, we may ** behold his face in righteouſ- 
neſs; awake from the lethargy of fin and death after 
the ſimilitude of his perſon ; and be moſt abundantly 
ſatisfied with the fulneſs that is in himſelf 1” 

The firſt ſtep of this glorious proceſs, hath already 
been pointed out, Now, that you may fteer your 
'tourſe aright, take notice, (upon the authority of 
inſpiration itſelf) that the things which are viſible to 
the human eye, are temporal, earthly, and ſuperficial : 


and thoſe which are not ſeen, are heavenly, immuta- 


ble, and eternal, The former we have experimentally 
proved, again and again, to be unſatisfactory. If 
permanent felicity, then, is any where to be found, 
it muſt eſſentially be in the latter. There are plea- 


ſures which ſatiate, without cloying ; and joys ſo full 


of glory, as cannot be expreflcd | 


When once, by a ſelf evident ſenſibility, you are 
convinced of theſe realities, you will ſurely be wont 
to chuſe the better part, and earneſtly enquire, What 
muſt 747 to be ſaved? I have a conſolatory anſwer 
ready prepared: Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and obey 
his goipel. But, how is all this to be done by a feeble 
worm like me ?——is the language of deſpondency 
mingled with hope, O, thou poor ſinner, whoever 
thou art, who told thee that thou waſt feeble, and 
couldſt do nothing? Are we not all feeble enough by 
nature? In the Lord alone, have we righteouſneſs 


and ſtrength.” We are in the hands of an infinitely 


benignant Maſter, who is compaſſionately touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, and in no wiſe 
expects to reap, where he has not ſown, 


& Believe this dying Friend requires 
No other thanks for all his pain; 
| | | But 
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But even the truth of weak defires ; 
And for his love, but love again.“ 


A due humiliating ſenſe of our own imbecillity, is 


the beſt, the only preparative diſpoſition of heart, 
& which God will never deſpiſe.” There is * no 


deſire of deliverance without a previous ſenſibility of 
diſtreſs :” and no real deliverance, without a. previous 


ardent deſire of it. We muſt feel ourſelves | ſpi- 
ritually] poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked; 
that we are * leſs than the leaſt of all God's mercies, 
and unworthy even of looking up to heaven ; before 
we ſhall flee to Chriſt for refuge from the wrath to 
come, and recline our ſouls on his boſom, with an 
implicit, child-like confidence. If ever we expect to 
ſee his face with joy, we muſt, in this world, die unto 
ourſelves, and live wholly to him. Then, and not 
till then, have we any part in the character of thoſe 
«© ſheep, who hear the voice of their heavenly Shep- 
herd;” and for whom HE once conceſcended to Jay 
down his own life, 

By an entire ſubmiſſion and reſi 8 af our Wills 
to the will of our GREAT REDEEMER, we ſhall walk 
with him in the ſtedfaſt alacrity of an upright, peni- 
tent, and obedient heart. And though, in this life, 
our bodily eyes cannot perceive his glorious perſon, 
yet, through the medium of divine faith, © we may 
behold him, though not face to face!“ The farther 


we advance in our progreſs to eternity, the brighter 


will the light of his countenance ſhine upon our 
enamoured ſouls, For, the nearer we draw. to the 
prize of our high calling, the more we ſhall give up 
ourſelves to the diſpoſal of Jeſus; and conſequently, 
„ ſhine more and more ourſelves in chriſtian know» 
ledge, unto the perfect day.“ He always leads his 
faithful foHowers as they are able to bear. He feeds 
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| his flock like a ſhepherd : the lambs (in point of, ſpi- 


ritual ſtrength and experience) he gathers with his 


almighty arm, and carries them in his boſom z while 


he gently leads thoſe that are with young.“ So may 
we gradually grow into his image and likeneſs, till 
we are made perfect in his love for ever 

Having thus ſhewn how we may behold the face of 
God in this life; I may conclude the firſt head of my 
diſcourſe, with directing your views to the next, If 
here you take up the reſolution of the Pſalmiſt, there 
a ſcene of unclouded ſplendor will open upon your 
raviſhed fight, ** When that perfect and full fruition 
of glory is come; then that which is in part ſhall be 
done away.“ Here we can only © behold, as in a 
glaſs, the glory of the Lord.“ At the beſt, we 
can only know in part what we ſhall be. Becauſe, 
a cloud of dying fleſh (if I may fo ſpeak) inter- 
cepts the rays of the Sun of righteouſneſs, But 


wie may teſt aſſured, that one day (perhaps very ſoon) 


the cloud will be totally removed. And when the 
Saviour ſhall appear in his own glory, to render unto 
every man according to his works; THEN ſhall all 
thoſe who love, and long for his appearance, be like 
him; © for they ſhall ſee him as ne 1s!” Ere long, 
* he will change our vile bodies, that they may be 
faſhioned like unto his glorious. body; according to 


the mighty working, whereby he is able to ſubdue 


all things unto himſelf, 


II. I have before indirectly hinted, that God 
originally created man in his own image, which 
image man defaced by wilful tranſgreſſion. It was 
principally to reſtore us to this image, that God 
became manifeſt in the fleſh.” As in Adam all die: 
even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ We derive 
nought but ſorrow, fin, and death, from the former. 
We inherit righteouſneſs, joy, and life eternal, thro” 

the 
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the mediation of the latter, For which reaſon, the 
ſcriptures exhort us, to © put off the old man; yea, 
to crucify him with bis affections and luſts: and to 
put on the new man, which, after God, is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs,” 

When we diligently adhere to this precious cont 
and, by inceſſant prayer and ſupplication, ſtrive for 
the maſtery of our paſſions till we can “ bring almoſt 
every thought into ſubjection to Chrift;” then will 
God moſt infallibly “ ſend forth his Spirit,” and 
work a glorious renovation in our hearts, In this 
caſe, we may be truly ſaid, to awake with his like- 
neſs.” Sleep, you know, is comparable to death, 
becauſe, a ſtate of inſenſibility. By nature, we are 


certainly © dead in treſpaſſes and ſin;“ and therefore 


extremely careleſs about a holy life, and its „ 
ſible neceflity. © Wherefore (adviſes the apoſtle) 


% Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, and arife from the dead ; 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” 

Our Lord always took occaſion to inſiſt, Ye muſt 
be born again: that is, born from above; thoroughly 
renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, © Except ye be thus 
converted, ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven Nor 
need we be ſurpriſed. Are we fit, or qualified by nature, 
to dwell in © the city of the living God, with an 
innumerable company of angels, and with the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect?“ No; not in any wile 
howſoever, If God would even permit us {which is 
impoſſible) to enter into his kingdom as we already 
are, it would afford us infinitely greater pain than 
pleaſure, ** There ſhall not therefore] there cannot 
enter, into that holy place, any unclean thing; nor 
whatſoever loveth and maketh a lie,” 

In fine, if the enm: ity of which I ſpoke when I ſet 
out, is not deſtroyed in our ſouls, before we depart 
hence; we muſt eſſentially carry it with us into the 
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other world: And thoſe who die in the imperioug 
bondage of fin, and ſatan, © can by no means eſcape 
the damnation of hell,” But, laſtly, 

No ſooner is a ſinner deeply convicted before God, 
and himſelf, than he is apt to abandon all thoughts of 
earthly. things—mittruſt even his own heart—and 
caſt himſelf wholly upon Chriſt, Then he waits 
patiently for a releaſement from the intolerable burden 
of fin, His ſoul is ſo full of anguiſh, and com- 
punction, that he is ready to cry out with St, Paul, 
6 O wretched man that I am who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death?“ Perhaps, a ſmall ftill 
voice whiſpers this bleſſed anſwer in his breaſt : “ Call 
upon ME, in the day of trouble: I WIL DELIVER 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me.“ Forthwith, the 
billows of temptation and afffiction ſubſide; and be- 
hold, there is a great calm! A calm, that moſt evi- 
dently evinces it to be at once a diſplay of Omnipo- 
tence and love! The poor finner's “ heart burns 
within him ;” inſomuch, that though it was before 
obdurate as an adamant, yet, now it melts like yield- 
ing wax, becauſe © its BELOVED ſpake I”? | 

The reality of his ſaving operations, is known and 
felt by experimental intuition. But as yet, “ thou 
canſt not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth.” | 


Thou art ready to ſoar away on the wings of ſeraphic 


love; but cant not clearly underſtand for why. 
Think not, then, that thou haſt. already attained, 
either art already perfect: But this one thing be ſure 
to do; forgetting thoſe things which are behind, look 
forward with an humble eye to a bleeding, agonizing 
Redeemer, who is the author and finiſher of your 
faith; and while you thus keep him in view, © pres 


toward the mark, for the prize of your high calling 


of God, in the ſame Chriſt Jeſus.” Vow again and 
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ein to walk in all his ordinances blameleſs. And 
for the better invigoration of your reſolutions, receive 
frequently the holy ſymbols of his body and blood. 
This do, in memorial of his unparralleled love, with 
meekneſs, ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity. Then, 
ſurely, you will take care for the future, not to Cru- 
cify him afreſh in your conduct, 

To conclude ; After having beheld, and taſted. the 
ſmilings of a God, in a courſe of faith and obedience, 
you may look with Triumph on the tomb!“ So 
far from death having any of his uſual terrors, he will 
-come as the greateſt friend, and as the moſt welcome 
meſſenger. It is only conſcious guilt that makes us 
yield reluctantiy to his dart: For when fin is done 
away, he comes to effect our tranſiti-n from this 
miſerable wilderneſs, to the bliſsful climes of an 
immortal paradiſe ! 

When we are conſcious of having done to the utmoſt 
of our abilities, the work which we came into the 
world to perform; how quietly may we fall aſleep in 
the duſt, in ſure and certain expectation of riſing to 
an inconceivably great reward! 

At that ſecond, and ſolemn epiphany of Jesvs, 
when the laſt trumpet ſhall proclaim, with a ſound 
dreadfully audible, ** AWAKE YE DEAD, AND COME 
ro JUDGMENT,” then, ſhall thoſe thrice happy per- 
ſons who had adopted the reſolution in my text, moſt 
joyfully awake with the likeneſs of their Judge. They 
ſhall then ſhine with incomparably greater effulgency, 
than with which they did in this life! “ Their robes 
being waſhed in th: blood of the Lamb, they ſhall 
hereafter walk with him in white—for they are wor- 
thy. And the Lamb, who is their Judge and King, 
ſhall lead them to fountains of living water, and for 
erer wipe away all tears from their eyes!“ 

On 
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other world: And thoſe who die in the imperious 
bondage of fin, and ſatan, © can by no means eſcape 
the damnation of hell,” But, laſtly, 

No ſooner is a ſinner deeply convicted before God, 
and himſelf, than he is apt to abandon all thoughts of 
earthly. things—miſtruſt even his own heart—and 
caſt himſelf wholly upon Chriſt, Then he waits 
patiently for a releaſement from the intolerable burden 
of ſin. His ſoul is ſo full of anguiſh, and com- 
punction, that he is ready to cry out with St, Paul, 
« O wretched man that I am who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death?“ Perhaps, a ſmall ſtill 
voice whiſpers this bleſſed anſwer in his breaſt : “ Call 


upon ME, in the day of trouble: I WII DELIVER 


thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me.“ Forthwith, the 
billows of temptation and afffiction ſubſide; and be- 
hold, there is a great calm! A calm, that moſt evi- 
dently evinces it to be at once a diſplay of Omnipo- 
tence and love! The poor ſinner's © heart burns 
within him ;” inſomuch, that though it was before 
obdurate as an adamant, yet, now it melts like yield- 
ing wax, becauſe © its BELOVED ſpake I”? 

The reality of his ſaving operations, is known and 
felt by experimental intuition. But as yet, “ thou 
canſt not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth.” _ 
Thou art ready to ſoar away on the wings of ſeraphic 
Jove; but canſt not clearly underſtand for why. 
Think not, then, that thou haſt. already attained, 
either art already perfect: But this one thing be ſure 
to do; forgetting thoſe things which are behind, look 
forward with an humble eye to a bleeding, agonizing 
Redeemer, who is the author and finiſher of your 
faith; and while you thus keep him in view, © preis 


toward the mark, for the prize of your high calling 


of God, in the ſame Chriſt Jeſus,” Vow again and 
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again to walk in all his ordinances blameleſs. And 
for the better invigoration of your reſolutions, receive 
frequently the holy ſymbols of his body and blood. 
This do, in memorial of his unparralleled love, with 
meekneſs, ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, Then, 
ſurely, you will take care for the future, not to cru- 
cify him afreſh in your conduct. 

To conclude: After having beheld, and taſted the 
ſmilings of a God, in a courſe of faith and obedience, 
you may *© look with Triumph on the tomb!“ So 
far from death having any of his uſual terrors, he will 
come as the greateſt friend, and as the moſt welcome 
meſſenger. It is only conſcious guilt that makes us 
yield reluctantiy to his dart: For when fin is done 
away, he comes to effect our tranfiti:n from this 
miſerable wilderneſs, to the bliſsful climes of an 
immortal paradiſe ! 

When we are conſcious of having done to the utmoſt 
of our abilities, the work which we came into the 
world to perform ; how quietly may we fall aſleep in 
the duſt, in ſure and certain expectation of riſing to 
an inconceivably great reward |! 

At that ſecond, and ſolemn epiphany of Ixsus, 
when the laſt trumpet ſhall proclaim, with a ſound 
dreadfully audible, ** AWAKE YE DEAD, AND COME 
ro JUDGMENT,” then, ſhall thoſe thrice happy per- 
ſons who had adopted the reſolution in my text, moſt 
joyfully awake with the likeneſs of their Judge. They 
ſhall then ſhine with incomparably greater effulgency, 
than with which they did in this life! “ Their robes 
being waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, they ſhall 
hereafter walk with him in white—for they are wor- 
thy. And the Lamb, who is their Judge and King, 
ſhall lead them to fountains of living water, and for 
erer wipe away all tears from their eyes !” 

On 


1 24 J 
On the other hand, how unutterably ſhocking muſt 
| be the caſe of them, who in this world, have © walked 
* in the light of their own fire, and in the ſparks which 
„ themſelves had kindled ;” who perſevered to the laſt 
| in fighting againſt God, and rejecting all his over- 
tures of mercy | From ſuch his face was conſequently 
hidden, and they abode in their own natural dark- 
neſs. Language, therefore, fails to deſcribe. the 
horror that muſt fit upon their countenances, when 
conſtrained to behold his terrible majeſty on the 
judgment-day! Being immenſely wnlike him in all 
reſpeRs, they ſhall approach his preſence, for nought 
but their tremend ous and irrevocable doom ! A doom 
no greater, nor no leſs than this: To BE BANISHED 
FROM His PRESENCE, AND FROM THE GLORY OF 
HIS POWER FOR EVERMORE | | 


DISCOURSE II. 


„ LET YOUR CONVERSAT!ON BE WITHOUT COVETOUS. 
« NESS; AND BE CONTENT WITH SUCH THINGS AS YE 
« HAVE: FOR HE HATH SAID, 1 WILL NEVER LEAVE 


% THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE, : at) 
| Hebrews xiii. 5. 


HOEVER ſeriouſly conſiders the fluctuation 
and inſtability of all earthly enjoyments, 
will naturally be lead to conclude,, that it is the 


greateſt poſſible wiſdom of a rational being, to diſen- 
gage 


1 


gage itſelf therefrom, and aſpire after thoſe 3 
things, which are immarceſſible and eternal. 

In order to diſſuade us from building our hopes of 
happineſs upon the ſlender foundation of temporal 
acquiſitions, and to ſtimulate our reſtleſs wills to ſeek 
that real and permanent felicity which in heaven only 
can be found ; our gracious Lord has wiſely ordained, 
that ſublunary fruitions, however abundant, ſhould 
not fill up the capacious vacuum of our immortal 
ſpirits, From whence it evidently appears, that the 
preſent life was never intended to be a ſtate of canſum- 


mate bliſs; but only introductory and preparatory to 


ſuch a ſtate, | 

Theſe preliminaries being eftabliſhed, one ſhould 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that every perſon who makes the 
leaſt pretenſions to true wiſdom, would eagerly chuſe 
the better part, and account the things of this world 
what they indeed are—mere toys, and trifles, unwor- 
thy of our ſmalleſt concern ! 

Now, as moſt of us would deem it the groſſeſt 
affront, to be called “ a fool;“ how comes it to 
paſs, that we commonly make fo fooliſh and incon- 
ſiſtent a choice, as daily experience evinces to be our 
own ? The bible furniſhes a ſolution, which may be 
thus expreſſed: We are all conceived and brought 
forth in fin; therefore our appetites can reliſh no 
other than nu food, The headſtrong law in our 
members perpetually wars againſt the law of our 
minds, and for the moſt part gains the prevalence, 
The human ſoul (through Adam's tranſgreſſion) 
being vaſtly impaired in its faculties, cannot, without 
ſupernatural aid, withſtand the impure ſuggeſtions of 
the ficſh, with (ufficient magnanimity. Hence, we 
are drawn away by our own luſts, and enticed, And, 
* the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the 
pride of life, are not of God, but of the world.“ The 
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nature which we derive from our fallen progenitors, 
until his divine Spirit regenerates us, is conftantly 
more predominant, than that incorruptible ſeed which 
Chriſt hath ſown in our hearts, Natural things 
therefore, accord with our conſtitutional propenſities 
the beſt, And our ſouls being diſordered (as I before 
abſerved) are ſoon brought, by the power of tempta- 
tion, into an implicit coincidence with thoſe propen- 
ſities. 

Bewildered thus in the maze of error, and ſur- 
rounded on either hand with evil ſeductions, where 
ſhall we avail ourſelves of an infallible guide? By 
nature, as we are blind to our beſt intereſts, ſo like- 
wiſe, we are alienated from God che Fountain of all 
goodneſs, But, bleſſed be his holy name ! there is a 
medium through which we may attain to his favour ; 
an heavenly guide that will ſafely direct us to him, 
if we ſtrictly attend to his counſels, I mean, that 


_ revelation of God's will to man, the volume of ſacred 


inſpiration, In this faithful mirror we may ſee our- 
ſelves in the juſteſt point of view, what we are by 
nature, and what we may be through grace, Let us 
then appeal to the ſcriptures, and imbibe their bleſſed 
monitions ; for they are able to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation !” 

They teſtify of a dying Jeſus, whoſe “ croſs and 
paſſion” are the means of our reconciliation with an 
offended God! This Saviour of ſinners hath un- 
equivocally intended to vouchſafe his divine preſence, 
when we are aſſailed with the moſt grievous tempta- 
tions; in the hours of ſolitude, adverſity, ſickneſs, 
and death itſelf ; PRoviDED we caſt all our cares upon 
him, and confidentially “ commit our ſouls in well- 
being to him, as into the hands of a faithful Creator,” 
Surely, I need not remind you, that it is vain and un- 

reaſonable 


L 


teaſonable to hope for, much more to expect, any 
intereſt in his favour, while ye continue indifferent 
with reſpect to vital religion, and of courſe ** without 
God in the world“ There are, indeed, many miſ- 
taken ſouls, who would have heaven itſelf without any 
condition; and ſeveral others, to the full as abſu-d, who 
think of buying that ineſtimable kingdom, with cheir 
own unworthy ſervices, Both theſe cluſſes of men 
we may well ſuppoſe, have miſſed the narrow way of 
evangelical holineſs. ** Truth (ſays an eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtorian) is pleaſantly ſituated in an humble vale, 
between two ſwelling extremes.“ And it is thus hap- 
pily defined by another pious writer: This is the 
right goſpel-frame of obedience, ſo to work. as if we 
were only to be ſaved by our own merits ; and withal, 


ſo to reſt upon the merits of Chriſt, as if we had 


never wrought anv thing.” May the finger of the 
living God indelibly imprint the important ſenſe of 
theſe words upon your hearts ! So ſhall ye avoid the 
fatal rock of Antinomiamſm on the one hand, and 
that of oftentatious Phariſaiſm on the other; while 
ye paſs through the wilderneſs of this world, to a glo- 
rious immortality with the bleſſed diſpoſition deicribed 
in my text: Let your converſation be without 
covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things as ye 
have: For he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
forlake thee ?” | 
From which words, I ſhall take occafion to ſhew, 
if, Wherein chriſtian benevolence efſcntially conſiſts. 
2dly. I ſhall recount the advantages of content ment. 
adly. And laſtly, I propoſe to explain aud enforce the 
ſubſequent promiſe, ** 1 will never leave, nor forlake 
thee,” 5 
1. „ Behold, what manner of love (ſaith St. John), 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhouid be 
called the Sons of God ! Hereby perceive we the love 
D 2 of 
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of God; becauſe he laid down his life for us: And 
we ought alſo to lay down our lives for the brethren, 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is the ful» 
filling of the law.” Our bleſſed Maſter, as he is alto- 
gether lovely, ſo likewiſe kis very eſſence is love. 
Deus amor eft.” Every one, therefore, that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth him. This is 
the meſſage that ye heard from the beginning, that 
we ſhould love one another.” 

The love mentioned in theſe ſeveral paſſages of 
ſcripture, is in its nature, free, diſintereſted, impar - 
tial, and univerſal, Whether we conſider this divine 
affection, as illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the mediation of 
the Son of God; or, as leſs eminently manifeſted in 
the exerciſe of fraternal benevolence; its eſſential 
properties and effects are invariably the ſame, The 
love of the avaricious man (whom the ſcriptures ex- 
clude from the kingdom of heaven) is immenſely dif- 
ferent from the perfect harmony and unanimity of 
God's obedient children, For the love (if it may be 
ſo called) which flows from an avaricious ſource, is 
wholly and uniformly fixed upon the objects of its 
own intereſt ; and therefore purſues the moſt odious 
methods for the accompliſhment of that end. In fact, 
this cannot juſtly be deemed loye; it is rather the 
influential propenſity of corrupt paſſion, Hence © the 
inordinate love of money? is ſaid by an apoſtle to be 
ei the root of all evil;” and conſequently, an undue 
felf-love, as it is the greateſt flatterer we have, ſo 
alſo, it is ſuch a deteſtable principle as totally ex- 
cludes univerſal benevolence, the ſublime of true reli - 
gion. b 

To let (therefore) our converſation be without 
covetouſneſs, is to enjoy a loving reciprocation of 
endearing offices with our brethren; and to have 
the 
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the conſt int tenor of our lives and actions diyeſted of 
all envious and avaricious principles, views, and pur- 
ſuits. *©* Behold, how good and how pleaſant a thing 
it is, for brethren [thus] to dwell together in unity “ 
This our moſt holy religion indiſpenſibly enjoins, It 
was the perfection of our incarnate Maſter himſelf, 
He went about continually doing good. And thoſe 
who follow his example, will find an experimental 
verification of his glorious promiſe, © I will not leave 
you comfortleſs; I will never leave, nor forſake thee : 
For, Lo! I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world.” 

When the Prince and God of peace condeſcended 
ſor our ſakes to become a man, his tenderneſs, com- 
paſſion, and love were not circumſcribed ; had no par- 
ticular reſpe& to ſome ſele perſons, but, were freely 
and univerſally extended to every individual of the 
human race, in every circumſtance, and on all proper 
occaſions. At laſt our bleeding, loving Lord ſealed 
and confirmed his invincible affection for mankind, 


by a moſt excruciating and ignominious death, The 


aſcription of eternal praiſes be unto his name! For 
he deigned intentionally thus to bleed and die, that by 
his ſtripes we might be healed,” 

Here was exemplary love indeed! Love, whoſe 
| enſearchable infinitude is beyond the emphaſis of 
language to deſcribe ! Shall we not then (humbly 
imitative) “ honor and prefer one another in love?” 
Doubtleſs we muſt : or our heavenly Father will by 
no means approve our unworthy ſervices. We are 
all the children of one common Lord, who irreſpec- 
tively and impartially loves us all: for which reaſon 
he requires us to live amicably and peaceably with 
each other, It is one of his moſt peremptory and 
expreſs commands, that we ſhould love one another; 
and if not in ſo high and eminent a a as that in 

which 
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which he hath vouchſafed to love us, yet, ſurely, as 
faithfully as our holy profeſſion requires; as children of 
one ſupreme Parent; as brothers and ſiſters in CHRIS 
Jzsvs. © He claims (ſays an incomparable author) 
upon the juſteſt grounds, the FiRsT PLACE in your 
hearts,” Then ſubordinately and ſecondarily demands, 
that your general conduct towards your brethren be 
free from curſed avarice, envy, hatred, malice, and all 
uncharitableneſs, For ſuch a deportment is moſt 


appoſite to the vital ſpirit of that goſpel, which was 


announced to loſt ſinners by a pacific Saviour, and 
whoſe ſublime truths he validated on Calvary, with 
his own moſt precious blood ! 

For his ſake, who thus died for yours, and for the 
ſake of your own ſouls; abhor the very idea, much 
more the leaſt adlion of malice. Remember, that he 
pathetically cried out with his expiring breath, even 
for his murderers, “ Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do !” Perhaps, after reading that 
affecting tragedy, you may be ready to inveigh bitterly 
againſt ſuch mercileſs infidels, But ſuſpend your 
judgment; while I declare, by divine authority, that 
your own crimes conſpired to crucify the Lord of 
life and glory, Thoſe who condemned and nailed 
him effectively to the croſs, were only executioners of 
the will of Providence, and inſtruments in the hand 
of that gracious Being, who refuſed not to “ lay 
upon HIS WELL-BELOVED SON, the iniquity of us 
all.” Nevertheleſs, they were by no means guiltleſs: 
for we read that thoſe were nul men into whoſe 
hands the Son of man was betrayed. But, behold ! 
« he charitably aſcribes their guilt to their ignorance, 
and moſt fervently wiſhes them the joys of pardon and 
forgiveneſs.” 

It is our bounden duty, as profeſſing chriſtians, to 


follow his example, ſo far as is conſiſtent and com- 
85 patible 
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patible with that character. I intreat you therefore 
(in my Redeemer's ſtead) to be reconciled to your 
fellow-creatures, though they ſhould have rebelled 
againſt ye © ſeventy times ſeven” times: according to 
that document of Chriſt: for whoſe fake, and through 
whoſe atoning blood ye may then preſume to hope 
that God has forgiven you, 

Receive it, my dear brethren, as a truth of the 
higheſt importance, that whenever you repeat the 
Lord's prayer with a malicious indignant heart; you 
indirectly call for damnation on ,yourtelves; which 
indeed, if ye did not, will aſſuredly be inflicted by 
divine juſtice upon all revengeful perfons, whom 
death ſurprizes before they have made their peace with 


God, and their enemies. And who czn be ſure, yea, 


what ground hath any one to expect, that he ſhall ſee 
the dawn of another day? This night, perhaps the 
very next hour, our ſouls may be ſummoned into 
eternity! Let us then ſtrive to eſcape the wrath to 
come, by immed ately making proper reſtitution to 
thoſe whom we are conſcious of having injured, and 
by ſincerely forgiving all thoſe who may have injured 
us, For, until our hearts are emptied of all ſpleen, 
virulence, and rancour, it is impoſſible that we ſhould 
adhere to the beneficial advice of my text: As a very 
great incitement to follow which, let me acquaint 
you, that it will be not only conducive to your pre- 
ſent, but alſo preparatory to your future happineſs. 
For if we do not practiſe this ſocial intcrcourſe of 
Jove upon earth, we cannot be our Lord's diſciples 


here; nor be meet for the inheritance of his ſaints” . 


hereafter, How can we be qualified to ein their eclats 
of admiring tranſport, in the realms of eternal glory, 
if we have not previouſly learned that divine leſſon 
which inculcates brotherly unanimit ? 


How 


_- "0"; — 
— 


182 J 


How unſocial and illiberal then, is the conduct of 
hermits and anchorites, who ſeclude themſelves from 
the reſt of mankind, under the pretenſions of © having 
no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs,” 
or with ſinners who engage therein ! This world is 
evidently a ſtate of probationary diſcipline ; and the 
one third of a chriftian's duty confiſts in ſocial offices of 
eharity and love, But a perſon who for a continuance 
immerges himſelf in a ſolitary cell, loſes innumerable 
opportuniiies of exerciſing ſuch offices. He may 
plead, however, in excuſe for this neglect, that 
though he does no good to his neighbour, yet he does 

him no harm; and has more time in a ſequeſtered 
vale, to conſecrate to the worſhip of God, than other- 
wiſe ſituated, he could have to employ that way. 
After all (upon a comparative reyiew of both charac- 
ters) their merit“ is confeſſedly much greater, who 
dwell in the midft of abominations, and yet ſecure 
their innocence, and preſerve inviolate their virtue, 
Our dear Redeemer was ever ready to aſſociate with 
all forts and conditions of men, To thoſe who 
rejected and deſpiſed his ſalutary counſels, he addrefled 
the moſt piercing remonſtrances and reprehenſions. 
He earneſtly grieved for them, who (being inſenſible 
of their ſad eſtate) grieved not for themſelves. But 
to thoſe who were faithful followers of him, and his 
divine doctrines, he imparted ſpiritual emanations of 
his own eſſential goodneſs, and crowned the ſummit 
of their moſt aſpiring hopes, with precious ſalva- 
tion,” + Leaving 


* Any candid and ingenuous perſon may eaſily perceive that this harm- 
leſs word is not uſed here, nor elſewhere, in my writings, in the general 
acceptation of rigid Calviniſts, But if it ſhould accidentally offend the 
reader, I beg leave to refer his more unprejudiced judgment to our Lord's 
parable of the talents, which ſufficiently elucidates my meaning. 

+ See the laſt words of the truly reverend and pious Mr, Hervey, noticed 
in that account of his life which is prefixed to the Edinburgh edition of his 
ſermons and tracts. SF: | 
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Leaving us an example, that we ſhould follow his 
Reps,” he conſummated the grand ſcheme of human 
redemption. | And- ſurely it is no ſuch arduous taſk, 


to ſincerely imitate him, as 1s- generally imagined, 
In my opinion, the whole difficulty (and when placed 
in competition with ſome worldly difficulties, which 


® - 


we gladly endure, it is ſcarcely any at all) lies, in 
our initiatian into the chriſtian courſe, Afterwards, 


the gainfulneſs and delectability thereof moſt abun- 


dantly countervail “ thoſe light afflictions which are 


but for a moment.“ But we muſt firſt learn to be 


meek and lowly in heart, as our Saviour was, before 


we can joyfully aſcribe “ Glory to God in the high- 
eſt,” and exemplify through the tenor of our lives 


and actions, on earth peace, and good-will toward 
men.“ 

If ye do theſe things, happy are ye:“ but if ye 
neglect to do them, for God's "fake, aſſume not the 
name of -* chriſtians.” For then you * have not the 


Spirit of Chriſt, and conſequently are none of his.“ 
The aſſumption of a name will ſtand you in no ſtead 
before the tribunal of an heart- ſearching, and reins- 


trying Judge, if your lives and converſation be not 
reſponſible thereto, It is not mere profeſſional chrif- 
tianity that will fave a ſoul, True faith working by 
love, only deſerves the appellation of religion.“ 
Not every one that cries, Lord Lord ! I have pro- 
phecied in thy name, and in thy name even caft out 


_ devils, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven: but 
him (and him only) who doeth the will of his hea- 


venly Father.” 

Let then, I beſeech you, your hearts and affections 
be without coyetouſneſs; that the ſupreme love of 
Jeſus may ſweetly dwell within you, and conſtrain 
you to live a life of love; for that is the beſt prepara- 
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tive to a life of glory; as from thence will infallibly 
proceed, a conduct full of angelic benevolence, attem- 
pered with peaceful and ſerene contentment : NAN 
was the ſecond thing to be conſidered. 

The ſubje& of chriſtian philanthropy is very un- 
likely to be reduced to practice, in this invidious and 
licentious age. I am afraid that I have already 
pierced none. but the wind with the arrows of my 
argumentation. But this is a fate which (my heart 
bleeds to complain) is peculiar to too many diſcourſes 
on other theological ſubjects. Inſtead, however, of 
being cauſe of diſcouragement, it ſhould be a ſtimulus 
to the miniſters of Jeſus, to redouble their wonted 
ardor in proclaiming his bleſſed goſpel, * Go, and 


evangelize ALL nations,” is his own command, So 


* many are to be called, but few choſen,” It muſt be 
ſo; while © life and death, bleſſing and curſing,” are 
ſet before all mankind ; while they are called upon to 
chuſe life, and few will attend to the call. But we 
are told, that ** the kingdom of heaven ſometimes] 
ſuffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” 
There is nothing to be accompliſhed without per- 
ſeverance on the part of auditors, Nor is it to be 
expected, that they ſhall be effectually excited there- 
unto, without perſeverance on the part of preachers. 
Zeal, in any right cauſe, hath always been deemed 
commendable, What infinitely high commendation 
is due to an indefatigable zeal in that truly great and 
glorious cauſe, upon the ultimate completion of 
whoſe propitious purpoſes, our ſalvation and eternal 
happineſs depend ! Hence, I am animated to reſume 
my ſubject. 

To * be content with ſuch things as we have,” 


| ſtands in direct contrariety to our vaſt conſtitutional 


deſires. Till theſe deſires therefore are corrected and 
regulated, we cannot attaig unto it. I hope you have 
| ſeen, 
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ſeen, by this time, that religion is the only means of 
effectuation. Contentment is inſeparable from divine 
benevolence, and the perfection of human happineſs, 
Hence it inevitably follows, that avarice is the great 
bane of it, here and hereafter, With reſpect to itſelf, 
it is certainly an abominable paſſion, highly criminal 
in the ſight of our beneficent Creator, becauſe a 
flagrant violation of one of his expreſs commandmeats. 
Let me add, that ** whoſoever ſhall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all. 227 

The wiſe man tells us, with great truth and pro- 
priety, that contentment is a continual feaſt.“ For, 
verily, that is not a real feaſt, to the perſon who does 
not think ſo; whatever cauſe he ſhould have to think 
ſo. If abſolute happineſs or miſery are acknowledged 
to conſiſt in the ſtate of the human mind; content- 
ment is not conſtituted by the external affluence, any 
more than by the indigence of its poſſeſſors. We are 
then only truly happy, when ſatisfied with our reſpec- 
tive ſtations, and ** ſuch things as we have; though 
they ſhould be ever ſo deſpicable and inconſiderable. 
For, true mental contentment dwells not always in 
regal palaces, On the contrary, it more frequently 
takes up its abode in the breaſt of the indigent peaſant, 
The ſeveral advantages reſulting from it, are ptin- 
cipally theſe following, viz. | 

CoNTENTMENT, 

I. Keeps us ſrom repining at the ſeverity of afflic= 
tion's rod. 

2. Inſpires an exquiſite gratitude and love to that 
gracious Beneſactor, from whom alone cometh every 
good and perfect gift.” 

3. Preſerves us from miſtruſting or deſpairing of 


his future goodneſs towards us, 
E 2 4. Cauſes 
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4. Cauſes the mind to be chearful, calm, and ſerene, 
amidſt the various fluctuating ſcenes of human *. 
And, 

5. is a ſovereign antidote againſt envy and avarice. 

Such are the deſirable effects of a contented mind 
upon a true chriſtian, 

1. Wherever this amiable diſpoſition is found 
there the heart forgets to repine at any afflitive diſ- 
penſation of Providence. It is an incontrovertible 
1 axiom, that the nature of a ſatisfied mind is diametri- 
| cally oppoſite to that of E murmuring ſpirit. It is 
4 impoſũble for us to be diſpleaſed with our lot, though 
F it ſhould be an hard one; after having learned to be 
i! content with © whatever ſtation of life unto which 
„ it hall pleaſe God to call us.” The chriſtian who 
„ is difpoſed * to take up his croſs and follow the Lamb 
of God whitherſoever he goeth,” will not be diſmayed 
„ at the proſpect of an impending ſtorm, in a temporal, 
or even in a ſpiritual point of view. By rigid abſti- 
nenee and mortification, he makes a juſt eſtimation of 
eaithly things, and knows that they are * all vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit.” He, therefore, weans his 
affections ſo far from them, as to be ren eaſy 
about bis portion, whether great or ſmall. And 
whatſoever afflict on cometh upon him, he knows 
that it is defervedly ſent from an all-wiſe and all gra- 
cious God, as a paternal chaſtiſement; and thence 
believes it to be (what it eventually proves) for his 
final benefit and advantage. For, ** all things work 
together for good, to them that love God.“ 

2. A ſoul who * hath once tafted the good word 
of God, (as the apoſtle expreſſes it) and the pow- 
ers of the world to come,” being as thankful to 
divine provide nce for ſorrow, as it is for joy, his breaſt 
glows with ardent love, gratitude, and adoration, 
We cannot but love God, if we are experimentally 
con- 


8 7 * 


wi 7 , 1 4 
A een, wo 
pac. _ 3 * * * 
4 
* 


[WS] 


2 "SY 
_— A 0 * 
— 


rr _ 
— 


I 


convinced, that he loves us with an everlaſting love; 
and conſequently, that all his diſpenſations (however 
grievous ſome of them ſhould apparently ſeem to 
human nature) will nen terminate in our real 
welfare. 

3. Thoſe who are perſuaded by a ſelf- evident ſen- 
ſibility, that God is eſſentially eternal and immutable; 
and that as they have before experienced his gracious 
favour in a thouſand inſtances, by ſincerely obeying 
him, he will henceforth never leave them utterly 
deſtitute and comfortleſs; ſuch perſons, I ſay, can 
hardly doubt his future kindneſs and protection. 
They ſurely cannot miſt uſt their never- failing Friend, 
who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, after 
being powerfully aſſured that * whom he once loved, 
he will love unto the end. 

4. Under the influence of theſe: divine ſentiments 
the chriſtian's mind is tranquil, calm, and ſerene, 
amidſt the ** manifold changes and chances of this 
mortal life.” 

When we * take no thought for the morrow, what 
we ſhall eat, or what we ſhall drink, or wherewithal 
ſhall be cloathed:” when we are thus careful for 
nothing in this world, but © place our affections on 
things above,” and well © content with fuch things 

as 


t Here is a Calviniftic conceſſion from an Arminian! ſay ſome. ſuperficial 
obſervers, but it is not quit» a complete one, without the additional words, 
e abſolutely and anconditionally.” My introtu@tion of the above quota 
tion, was merely to amplify the prec:ding remarks touching the immute- 
bility of God's ſuperintendence, I truſt this can be maintained without 
affecting man's infinitcly ſubordinate free ageney. Suppoſe, when the 
elementary ſun ſhineth in his ſtrength, I ſhut myſelf up in a dark place; | 
does that at all diminiſh or al er the ſplendor of his bam, or only my ver- 
ception of it? The compariſon isobviouſly applicable to that greater dun 
of righteouſneſs, who is declared, „the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world,” Vet all but thoſe © who fear his almighty 
name, are ſtrangers to bis pealing beams. ATR 
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as we have, whether abundantly great, or incon- 
ſiderably ſmall: then is human happineſs wound up 
to its higheſt pitch, and Providence hath no greater 
ſublunary gratifications to beſtow. 

Need | again remind you, Sthly. that religious eon- 
tentment is directly oppoſed to the ſpirit of envy and 
avarice. 

That we cannot envy another's felicity, nor penu- 
riouſly covet more than a needful competency, while 
poſſeſſed of true contentment, is ſuch a ſelf-evident 
axiom, as to require no comment or elucidation. 

I proceed, therefore, in the laſt place, to explain 
and enforce this precious promiſe of Chriſt, Nequa- 
quam te omittam, neque unquam te deſeram.” 

As it ſtands annexed to the exhortation in my text, 
already enlarged on; it plainly intimates, that if we 
abſtra& our thoughts from worldly conſiderations, and 
firmly place them upon him, we ſhall find him to be 
* ALL IN ALL.” As it pleaſed the Father, that 


' In him ſhould all fulneſs dwell,” we can ſurely ſtand 


in need of nothing, if faithfully united to him. And 
he is willing to be inſeparably united to us, if we do 
not by any means ſupplant him in our affections, 
Why jthen ſhould we covet the traſh of this flckle 
world, fince every one of us may, if he pleaſes, thus 
partake of the unſearchable riches of Chriſt,” But 
as it is impoſſible duly to ſerve God and mammon, 
we muſt © either be wholly his, or all our own.” His 
promiſes are all conditional, though eaſy to be obtained. 
© Where our treaſure is, there will our hearts be 
alſo.” He requires an anlimitted, univerſal obedience: 
This we cannot render as we ought, while we let the 
things of the preſent life come in for a ſhare of our 
hearts. We muſt „let our converſation be wirk- 
our covetduſneſs, and Ix heayenz” before Jeſus, the 

don 


. | 
Son of the living God, becomes ours; and we can 
truly exclaim with the rapturous poet, 


« Time cannot quench our fires, nor death diſſolve cur ku. * 


It ſhould appear from hence, that our Lord's pro- 
miſe in the text, only pertains to thoſe who are 
immoveably reſolved to keep cloſe to his once pierced 
fide, in holy elevations and aſpirations of their ſouls 
to his adoreable Majeſty. *I will not leave thee, (is 
the precious language of every believer's heart) until 
thou bleſs me; nor then either; for afterwards, even 
ETERNITY ITSELF will be too ſhort to tell thy 
praiſe.” Before Chriſt returns for anſwer, „I will 
NEVER leave, nor forſake THEE.” 

To conclude: Notwithſtanding this intimate union, 
chriſtians are often apparently forſaken of their Beloved, 
in this preſent imperfect ſtate, And indeed. it cannot 
be otherwiſe, while they are reſident in their priſons 
of clay, Befides, the abſence of the Holy Spirit is 
admirably intended to eſtabliſh the believer's faith and 
patience ; to teach him the great leſſon of humilicy, 
and conſequently make him long more earneſtly after 
his return. 

Take comfort then, all ye that are ready to pen- 
ſively complain, Alas, my Lord is gone!” If he 
indeed is, . wait patiently for him,” © Yet a little 
while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and will 
not tarry.” Though at preſent you ſhould be bowed 
down with the extreme load of fin, and encompaſſed 
with ſore temptations and afflictions, ye ſhall not con- 
tinue long in this deplorable condition. Be contented; 
watch, and pray. Your dear Saviour will timely 
remove the intolerable burden, or ſtrongly ſupport you 
under it. He is near to all them that call upon 


bim; he alſo will hear their cry, and will help 
them.” 


So 


J 40 J 
So ſhall the ſincere chriſtian be never totally for- 
ſaken of his Lord, even in this world: And in that 
Fs which is to come, he will live for ever in the fruition 
| | of his beatific perſon, THEN ſhall the righteous feel 
bo no interval of deſertion, and never be forſook one 
moment, by their moſt merciful Redeemer, n 

out the revolution of eternal ages. 


| 


1 DISCOURSE IV. 


«> YE WILL NOT COME TO on THAT YE MICHT HAVE 


« LIFE,” | 
| | John V. 40. 


T is a matter of fact, confirmed by the whole tenor 
of the inſpired writings, that the GREAT CREA - 
ToR © hateth nothing which he hath made;” but is 
fl moſt affectionately anxious for the real happineſs of 
| 1 his Creatures. . 
3 This grand and luminous truth is ſo worthy of 
x the eſſential attributes of the Deity, and ſo ſuitable 
4 to the various exigences of mankind, that | am abun- 
dantly ſorry to complain it is treated with the higheſt 


1 diſhonour and diſgrace by the doctrines peculiar to 
| one 


4 ] 


one ſort of ſectarian bigotry. There is ſcarcely any 
occaſion to particularize, much leſs to refute them, 
in this place; ſeeing that any perſon, converſant 
among religious opinions, may directiy mark my 
alluſion: which natural ſelf-evident conviction is one 
proof next to demonſtrable, of the reality of the poſition 
I advance. Howbeit, the ſupreme executive juſtice, 
and the impartial, univerſal love of God toward the 
children of men, are altered not one jot by the notions 

of thoſe narrow ſouls, which manifeſtly arraign the 
former, charging it (though perhaps unintentionally) 
with extreme cruelty and partiality z while they would 
confine the boundleſs extent of the latter to only a 
few individuals of his creation 

I have been not a little ſurprized, that any con- 
fiderate man ſhould waſte his time and arguments in 
refuting ſuch. groſs and palpable abſurdities, which 
are diametrically oppoſite to every dictate of common 
ſenſe, every ſentiment of reaſon, and the genius of 
Bible- chriſtianity. 

How infinitely greater is my aſtoniſhment, that 
man in his right ſenſes ſhould himſeif be the tenacious - 
eſpouſer of thoſe ſhockingly abſurd doctrines! 1 thall 
therefore not heſitate to declare, upon the auth rity 
of my Redeemer, Mediator, and Judge, t..at it 
ENTIRELY DEPENDS upon the inclinations and 
exertions of rational free- agents, placed, as we evi= 
dently are, in a ſtate of probation, as candidates for 
the joys or ſorrows of eternity ; whether we do, or do- 
not refuſe to hear and obey the all- glorious voice; 
which “ now commandeth all men every where to 

repent,” 

Come then, my fellow-finnners, to the expanded 
arms of Him, who is mighty aud wiling to ſave all 
thoſe who are willing to accede to his light and 
eaſy conditions of ſalvation ! The ſame bleſſed arms 
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that were once ſtretched out on Calvary's accurſed 
tree, for the ſake of all his faithful followers who 
© ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well,” are now 
again extended to receive every humble ſinner that 
longs for an intereſt in his precious death. There 
is yet room enough, and to ſpare, in the manſions of 
his Father's houſe,” All things are ready prepared 
for your reception. ** The Spirit and the Bride ſay, 
COME: And let him that heareth ſay, comE: And 
let him that is athirſt, come: AND WHOSOEVER WILL, 
LET HIM COME, AND TAKE OF THE WATER OF 
LiFE FREELY : Fork WHY WILL YE DIE, O PER» 
VERE GENERATION ! TURN YOURSELVES, AND LIVE 
YE,” 5 
If, after theſe gracious and benign e 


we ſtill perſiſt in our obduracy, perhaps, (though his 


Spirit ſhall not ſtrive with man) the yearning bowels 
of JEsUs may be brought once more to complain, 
« So ye WILL Nor come to me that ye might have 
life.“ Similar to theſe tender expreſſions were thoſe 
of our incarnate Lord to his deſerting diſciples ; 
« Will ye alſo go away?” O that a ſecond Peter 


would riſe up in this audience, and cry out in the 


energetic raptures of a flaming ſpirit, ** Lord, to 
whom ſhould I go? Thou haft the words of eternal 
life!“ But if, in this world, we will not come to 
Chriſt, that we may have life, our condemnation to 


eternal death in the next, will be juſt. And if we do 
indeed come to him, and after a while “ draw back, 


and walk no more with him ;” ſo far from it being 
of any uſe to our ſouls, our puniſhment muſt be 
infinitely greater, than if we never had come at all, 
« For, if we fin wilfully, after having received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth No Mok 
SACRIFICE FOR SIN,” It is not merely ſome par- 

| ticular 
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ticular circumſtances in the courſe of our lives, but 
the final ſtate in which we DiE, that ſhall be the cri - 
terion of our everlaſting lot. 

Thus much was neceſſary to be promiſed, bee 1 
proceeded to illuſtrate my text at large; which 1 
ſhall now endeavour to do, by nnen 


In the firſt place, the true manner of coming to 
Chriſt. 


Secondly, by conſidering the reward thereunto 
annexed, ſtiled Life,“ in the text. | 


Thirdly, and laftly, by proving, that if nn or fall 
off, thoſe two ſublime attainments, it will be literally 
our own fault: For * man's deſtruction is of him- 


ſelf, that God may be juſt when he judgeth.“ 


Firſt, According to the explicit declarations of holy 
ſcripture, to come to Jeſus Chriſt, is to depart from 
evil;“ to go out of an habitual practice of wicked - 
neſs, and © fin no more ;“ to ** put off the old man 
with his deeds, and put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
But this, you muſt needs think, is not all to be done 
at once. We may acceptably come to Chriſt, ab 
initio, with only a ſincere reſolution of amendment. 
The beſt, the only proper manner, however, is to caſt 
off all pride, arrogance, and ſelf-eſteem, and advance 
as humbly, and 'with as ſimple an heart, as a little 
child does to its earthly parent. I hardly need inform 
you, that the only method by which man, in this 
lower world, can have acceſs to his Creator, is ANI- 
MATED PRAYER, Let, therefore, the precept of the 
apoſtle, © Pray without 3 ever be in view. 
But, 
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Antecedent to all, there muſt be an heart-felt con- 
viction of the evil of fin, and its eternal bad conſe- 
quences. When the maſk is dropt, and the picture 
of the ſinner's conduct glares in its moſt hideous 
colours, then, and then only, he finds (by fad expe» 
rience) that he has eretofore been wandering from 
© the way, the truth, and the life, and therefore 
clearly perceives the abſolute neceſſity af turning to 
that precious Redeemer, who will in no wiſe elude 
the ſearch .** of them that diligently ſeek him.” No 
ſooner does the ſou] become ſenhble of its pernicious 
choice, and thenceforth earneſtly defires to be holy, 
than our gracious, long- ſuffering, and merciful God, 


reinſtates it in his favour, as though it never had gone 


aſtray. 

We are told by a perſon who was meek and lowly 
in heart, that whoſoever exalteth himſelf, ſhall 
be abaſed; but he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 
exalted,” The aſſertion is moſt indubitably true; 
for it came from the mouth of him who cannot lie. 
Hence ariſes the reaſon why humility is a very grand 
efſen!1al in the conſtitution of à real chriſtian, It is, 
or ſhould be, the reſult of a minute and impartial 
ſelf examinati n. Therefore, an adept in univerſal 
literature, whoſe heart and internal corruptions are, 
perhaps, the only ſubjects which eſcape his inveſtiga- 
tion, is a mere novice in ſpiritual things, which indeed 
are the only things worth knowing ; and being of the 
greateſt imaginable importance, ought to engage the 
moſt aſſiduous attention of an immortal being. It is 
a moſt pleaſant and gainful cuſtom, to recede often 
from the world, and calmly examine the ſtate of one's 
own heart, Upon ſuch a, review of ourſelves, we 
cannot fail to contemplate (in concluſion) our own 
unworthineſs and mediocrity ; as alſo the merits and 


unfearchable riches of Chrift O, this is the moſt 
| deſirable 
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deſirable knowledge; this is the knowledge in which 
J long to grow; becauſe it brings me acquainted 
with Riu whom my ſoul Joveih, and who loves my 
ſoul! May we then humble ourſelves in the duft 
before him, while the language of our hearts is this: 
O deareſt Lord ! I am undeſerving of the leaſt of thy 
donations, and dare not behold thoſe celeſtial courts, 
where thine honor dwelleth: I feel myſelf as though 
I was a beaſt before thee. Lord, thou knoweſt my 
fooliſhneſs, and my extreme vileneſs is not hid from 
thee. Yet, be mercifully pleaſed to let all my _ 
be loſt in the Wn 4 of thine exiftence ! 


« O leave me not, nor turn thy beauty from me: 
Look, look upon me, tho' thy flames o'ercome me.“ 


© "Theſe, my brethren, are the ſteps which a ſinner 
takes, in coming to the Son of God. With reſpect 
to more advanced believers, there is a mutual and (if 
I may ſo ſpeak) a magnetical attraction between the 
Saviour and them, by virtue whereof, the ſoul pants 
after his beatific preſence and conſolations, as the 
hart pants after the water-bro: ks.” And in like man- 
ner, its Beloved may be ſaid to be ſcarcely at reſt, 

without the communion of itſelf, So infinitely great 
is the love which the Lord Jeſus bears to them that 
ebey his voice, and deſire to“ follow him whereſo- 
ever he goeth.“ 

Even them that obey him not, he is unwilling to 
wholly “ give up to their own vile affections,” but 
is continually ſeeking to reclaim, and to bring their 
wills into an union with his own, by a variety of dif 
penſations. But when by long reſiſtance he finds 
nought will prevail, his Spirit is grieved, in a manner, 

for the ſhocking condition into which the finer 
voluntary plunges himfelf. It is then that the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus is wont to adopt the * of my text, 
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© You will not come to me, that ye might have life,” 
Or, as he expreſſes himſelf in another place, How 
often would I have gathered you, as a hen gathereth 
ber brood under her wings; and you would not!“ 
I now come to my ſecond particular. 


The grand deſign of the miſſion of Chriſt, was to 
place mankind in a capacity of attaining an higher, 
happier paradiſe than Adam Joſt, This could be 
effected in no other way than that which infinite wife 
dom deviſed and fixed upon; (to wit) * Gord MADE 
MANIFEST IN THE FLESH:” In which great and 
ſtupendous myſtery of godlineſs, all the ancient pro- 
phecies of the Meſhah's coming were circumſtan- 


tially fulfilled and accompliſhed, The termination 


of our Lord's miniſtry upon earth, was that of his 
earthly life upon the croſs, The great and ultimate 
end of both was, firſt, ©* to procure abſolutely and 
unconditionally a temporary redemption, or an initial 
ſalvation for all men univerſally ; And ſecondly, to 
procure a particular redemption, or an eternal ſalvation 
conditionally, for all men; but abſolutely for all that 
die in their infancy, and for all the adult who * 
him, and are faithful unto death.“ 

From whence it plainly appears, that eternal 7 bly 
tion, or in other terms, everlaſting life, which Chriſt 
hath ſo purchaſed with his blood, is what he alludes ta 
in my text, where he ſays, © Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have LIE.“ For, (I may add) life, 
even life eternal, is the reward, which out of infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, he pleaſes 0 beſtow upon ** ALL 
WHO COME UNTo0 GoD BY HIM,” 

Sometimes the ſcriptures ſtile this glorious reward, 
ce An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and which 
fadeth not away: At others, the prize of our 


bigh calling of God in Chriſt ;” Sometimes, e the 


end 
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end of our faith ;” and at other times, 9 an exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.“ | 
Every one of theſe ſeveral expreſſions is intended to 

convey to us the notion of ſomething moſt exq uiſitely 
great, But, with reſpe& to the preciſe nature thereof, 
we can at preſent form to ourſelves very inadequate 
ideas, The ſublime endowments of a bleſſed immor- 
tality, as far as tranſcend our finite comprehenſion, as 

the myſtical union of three co=equal perſons in one 


divine Subſiſtence. For, as the chriſtian it juſtly 
ſings, 


“ To comprehend the great Three-One, 
Is more than higheſt angels can; 

Or what the Trinity hath done, 
From death and hell to ranſom man!“ 


And as the grand apoſtle triumphantly exclaims, 
« Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man to conceive THE 
THrinGs wHicy GoD HATH PREPARED FOR THEM 
THAT LOVE HIM!“ 

O what a conſolatory declaration is this! If we 
could in any wiſe conceive or deſcribe the conſum- 
mate glory which ſhall hereafter be revealed” to the 
faithful; it would be incommenſurate to their ſupreme 
felicity, aud conſequently unworthy of ſo magnificent 
a purchaſe, as the blood of the Son of God : Since 
eternal happineſs is the free gift of God in Chrift 
Jeſus, it muſt be a gift that is great and ſplendid 
indeed, It is ſatisfaction enough at preſent, ſimply 
to know and believe this; without affecting to pry 
minutely into the hidden counſels of God, 

And now, my dearly beloved, what think ye of 
thoſe perverſe people who would not come to Jeſus, 
and “have life through his name?“ Was not their 
conduct exceeding reprehenſible, not to ſay, ſuperla- 

tively 
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tively unwiſe? Surely common ſenſe muſt dictate an 
affirmative anſwer: I mean, upon a rational and ſerip- 


| tural view of things, The abettors of Calviniſm 


muſt (to ſpeak ingenuouſly) tell me quite the reverſe, 
If God by an irreverſible decree, made before the 


world's creation, predeſtinated a ſoul to be either 
infallibly ſaved, or loſt for ever, independent of any 


free-will of his; how could that ſoul be in the leaſt 
degree culpable, for not making uſe of the means of 
grace and ſalvation? Our Lord, it ſeems, was a 
ftranger to any ſuch horrible plan of adminiſtration 
as this. For if we come not to him, and inherit not 
his everlaſting reſt, it will be entirely our own fault, 
ſo that God will be juſt, when he judgeth the world 
in righteouineſs.“ 

This was the laſt poſition to be proved; which, I 
preſume, may be done without much difficulty, 


It is very obſcrvable, that our divine Redeemer does 
not ſay, in wy text, © Ye CANNOT come to me, that 
ye might have life:“ which would have been a moſt 
rational and unavoidable inference, upon the ſcheme 
of abſolute, unconditional reprobation, But, behold ! 
he clears nimſelf of all (even the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion 
of) injuſtice, by aſcribing all the conſequences of not 


- coming to him, entirely to our own free choice, in his 


exquiſitely tender and pathetic complaint, And ye 

WILL Nor come to me, that ye might have life.“ 
Now, according to the before- mentioned plan of 
redeeming love, every man is unconditionally bleſſed 
with @ day of grace, which the ſcripture calls the accepted 
time, and day of ſalvation; during the continuance 
wheresf, (under various covenants, made through 
Chrift, David, Moſes, Abraham, Noah, or Adam] 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, affords all men proper means, 
abilities, and opportunities, to work out their own ſalua- 
nion; 
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ban; or to make their calling and [conditional] election, 
to the eternal bleſſings of their reſpective diſpenſations, 
fart. And ay many as do it, by keeping the free gift 
that is to came wnta all men; or by recovering it, through 
faith and obedience to re- converting grace: or, in 
other terms, as many as know, and perſeveringly 
improve the day of their viſitation, are, in conſequence 
of Chriſt's particular redemption, entitled to an eternal 
redemption, or ſalvation : that is, they are eternally 
redeemed from hell, and ſaved into different degrees 
of divine glory, according to the different degrees of 
their fidelity, and the various diſpenſations which 
they were under upon earth ; while they wha bury 
the talents with which God hath intruſted them, and 
know not [i. e. ſquander away] the day of their 
viſitation, forget their initial ſalvation, and incur to 
themſelves God's judicial reprobating, together with 
all its terrible conſequences. 

Theſe (I dare maintain) are the genuine doctrines 
of the eſtabliſhed church of Chriſt.| And, upon a 
candid and impartial retroſpect of them, are not the 
ways of the Lord Jehovah equal] yea, juſt, and per- 
fectly equitable toward the ſons of men? Thoſe whoſe 
Calvinian obſtinacy will permit them to anſwer in the 
negative, will nevertheleſs be one day - judged, every 
one according to his ways.” Then, perhaps, the 
righteous Judge of all the earth may ſharply reprove 
ſuch narrow minded enthuſiaſts, as he formerly did 
the houſe of Iſrael; with an O ye, whoſe unwor- 
thy notions of my juſt and gracious adminiſtration 
have tended to charge me with partiality to ſome 
of my creatures, and with the height of arbitrary cruelty 

G to 

} A truly learned and pious divine has attempted to prove juſt the con. 
trary. But all his moſt capital arguments in defence of Calviniſm, ore 
completely overthrown by the late vicar of Madeley, Salop, 
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to others] Are not my ways equal? Are not your 
ways unequal ? For I have no pleaſure in the death of 
a ſinner, but rather that he ſhould turn from his 
wickedneſs, and live in mine eternal kingdom.” 

It muſt indeed be acknowledged, that ever fince 
the fall of our firſt parents, original fin cleaveth cloſe 
to every one who is born into this world. But, 
through the mediation of the GREAT REDEEMER, 
there is alſo a good principle (not ſo ſtrong and power- 
ful as the evil one) implanted in our breaſts, unto 
which we © ſhould do well to attend.“ This prin- 
ciple of goodneſs, this “ incorruptible ſeed of THE 
WorD oF Gon,“ capacitates us by his aſſiſting grace 
to aim at doing what he requires. Imperfect and 
feeble as our beſt endeavours moſt certainly are, yet, 
when hallowed by the blood of ſprinkling,” the 
efficacious blood of the holy Jeſus, they are verily and 
indeed a welcome and acceptable ſacrifice; yea, a 
ſweet ſmelling favour,” unto the compaſſionate Father 
of our ſpirits; who only deſires the /mcerity of our 
hearts and actions: being too gracious a maſter to 
demand more from his ſervants than they are able to 
render, He maketh every equitable allowance for 
our numberleſs lapſes, frailties, and infirmities: ſo 
that whenſoever they tend to provoke his juſt diſplea- 
ſure, he ©* conſiders our frame, knowing whereof we 
are made; he remembers that we are but duſt,” _ 

Thus all his eſſential attributes moſt perfectly har- 
monize and coincide; and thus the obſervation with 
which I began, is abundantly exemplified and con- 
firmed in all his ways, diſpenſations, and dealings, 
toward mankind, I therefore haſten to a concluſion. 

The various reprehenſion:, admonitions, exhortations, 
and commands, interſperſed throughout the ſcriptures, 
moſt eſſentially and evidently preſuppoſe man a moral free 

| agent, 
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* capable of being biaſſed in his conduct, by a 
juſt repreſentation of all the direful ills which muſt 
inevitably follow final impenitence and hardneſs of 
heart ; and of all the ſublime rewards which (through 
infinite mercy) belong to thoſe who © endure to the 
end, with fidelity in the chriſtian courſe, | 

Whatever, therefore, (I again repeat) ſhould be 
the conſequences of our unhappy choice, depends 
entirely upon ourſelves; becauſe, © we would not 
come to Chrift, that we might have life,” 

I cannot entertain ſo unfavourable an opinion of 
my juſt and holy God, as to believe [directly or in- 
directly] that he will caſt any of his creatures into 
unextinguiſhable flames, for what, in no wiſe, they 
could help: which muſt infallibly be the caſe, upon 
the neceſſitarian hypotheſis, But here it may not be 
inexpedient to obſerve, that ſo infinitely precious a 
jewel as everlaſting happineſs, can neither in whole, 
nor in part, be merited by our very beſt ſervices: not- 
withſtanding, divine wiſdom does not think fit to 
confer it upon any but thoſe, who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing aſpire after the knowledge and 
| fruition of Jesus, and thence “ make their * 
and election ſure,” 

What a filly objection, then, i is that which is uſually 
urged againſt moderate Arminianiſm ! Do my alle- 
glance and attachment to his majeſty's perſon, and 
of courſe my obedience to his laws, inherently deſerve 
an elevated ſtation on his throne? By no means: I 
have only done my duty as a ſubject; and therefore, 
if my ſovereign pleaſes to bountifully reward me for 
it, I cannot attribute his acting thus towards me, to 
any merit of mine; but ſhould aſcribe all to his royal 
goodneſs, his free and voluntary benevolence. 

I have now quite done with my laſt particular: 
It only remains, that I ſum up this preſent addreſs, 


with a few pertinent inferences. 
| G 2 Imprimis : 
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Imprimis: It behoves us as profeſſing chriſtians, 
very carefully to examine ourſelves, before we appear 
at God's tribunal to give an account of our ſteward- 
ſhip;“ ſeeing it will then be too late to repent, or 
reſolve to reform. Bleſſed are the dead, that die in 
the Lord,” and fearfully terrible will be the portion 
of thoſe who die in their fins : and this, becauſe their 
reſpective deeds done in the body, muſt eſſentially 
follow them to judgment. 

Have we then, (let me feriouſly aſk) hitherto re- 
fuſed to. come to the arms of a merciful Redeemer, 
when he pathetically intreated us, rather than part 
with, or ſubdue a boſom ſin? Should this be 
the cafe (which, I fear, is but too apparent) let 
us make the more haſte to get into that bleſſed path 

| from which we have perverſely deviated, There is 
| every encouragement which may be deemed truly great 
| and glorious, held out from on high; in order to 
ſtimulate us to ſeek the one thing needful.“ Even 
in this preſent life, no pleaſures are worth enjoyment, 
14 but thoſe which ſpring from true religion, “ All 
1 whoſe ways are ways ol pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe 
| 'Þ Rn are paths of peace,” 

| Come then, my dear brethren, to the Chriſt of 
1 the living God; to the end, that * ye may have life 
1 eternal through his name.“ O ſeek ye this Prince 
1 and God of peace, with all the energy of your facul- 
+! ties and powers, and © he will be found of you. But 
1$ if you totally forſake. him, he will caſt you off for 
ever: For how can you eſcape, if you neglect 
ſo great ſalvation?” 

Think of that GREAT Day, for which all other 
4258 were made; when none but faithful ſervants 
ſhall © enter into the joy of their Lord,” May 
God of his infinite abyſs of mercy, grant that we 
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may be found of that happy number. But remem- 
ber this one thing; that you muſt firſt come to 
Chriſt in the meek, humble, reſigned manner marked 
out in the goſpel, and [imperfectly] in this diſcourſe, 
before you can preſume to expect thoſe ſtupendouſly 
great rewards which THE ETERNAL GoD HIMSELF 
alone can beſtow. 2 I: 58 

To him, therefore, with the Son of his love, and 
the holy, ſanRifying, purifying Spirit, three ſacred 
Perſons, but one incomprehenſible Jehovah, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt juſtly due, all might, majeſty, adoration, 
and praiſe, now, henceforth, and for ever. - 
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Page 39. line 9. for precious, read previous, P. 26. 1. 7. 

. — r. obJerved. P. 26. I. 18. for bis, r. its. P. = 
| : 5 —4 9 r. mag gy P. 41. I. 21. at the end, 
ſupply the word, any. P. 42. I. 17. r. Hall at akvays 
Ariur, Oc. P. 43+ L 4. for promiſed r. premiſed. 
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« Videte ne quis fit e en per Philoſophiam 
cc et inanem Seductionem, ſecundum Traditionem Homi- 

'« num, ſecundum Elementa Mundi, et non ſecundum 

« Chriſtum. Nam in eo inhabitat omnis Plenitado 

t Deitatis corporaliter.“ 
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